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President’s Column 
2023 is now with us and we are all hoping that COVID-19 does 
not affect either our health or our U3A ac vi es this year. 

I trust that those U3As in communi es affected by flooding 
have been able to clean up and will be ready to engage with 
their members. Our thoughts go out to others impacted by 
more flooding in recent weeks.  Thank you for your par cipa-

on in our recent Census, it was completed around two 
months’ earlier than the previous census. This means that the 
services that your Network provide to you, the Members, will 
be signed off during January 2023 and the issues of “currency” 
for Public Liability will be died-up prior to ac vi es com-
mencing for 2023. Please visit the U3A Network NSW website, 
where the list of the 75 Members’ P/L Insurance Cer ficate of 
Currency for the year 1 February 2023 to 31 January 2024 will soon be available. For your advice, the 2022-23 Network AGM is 
scheduled for June 8 and will be organised by ZOOM. Last year’s AGM was successfully conducted by Zoom and allowed more 
members to par cipate than when the AGM was included in the Conference program. Separa ng the AGM from the State Con-
ference will also allow more me at the conference for Member involvement. Network Members will receive mely infor-
ma on about the AGM, when the final details are available. 

U3A Deniliquin has offered to host the 2023 Conference, which is planned for April 18 & 19. Program details will be available 
soon and I look forward to mee ng as many of you, who are able to a end, at the Conference. A Post-Conference 7 day educa-

onal program is being arranged to allow those a ending to extend their stay if they wish. Current thoughts for this post-
conference program include Lake Mungo and travel along the Mighty Murray finishing in Rutherglen. An i nerary will be availa-
ble soon and you receive it by email with informa on about the Conference package. The Network will use the contact details 
you provided prior to the Census in 2022 for communica ng with U3A Members. Please ensure that they are s ll current and 
that they are being monitored. 

In late February your Network Commi ee is planning three “Cluster Mee ngs” using Zoom and your U3A will be encouraged to 
par cipate. We hope that U3As will exchange informa on about their successes and not so successful ini a ves and let your 
Network know of any concerns that you wish to share. Details will be sent by email shortly. I urge you to view the updated 
website pages that are about your Commi ee’s  engagement of “our lifeblood”, the volunteers that make U3A happen!  The 
page for the Network Commi ee outlines the role of the commi ee and it details some of our posi ons that con nue to be 
vacant as well as an extra posi on that is aimed at addressing the need for more support in the website service that the Net-
work hosts.   We haven’t overlooked the local U3A Commi ees, where we es mate around 2,000 tutors and Commi ee mem-
bers ensure that the Objects of U3A are achieved so successfully for the membership year a er year.  

As the year begins I urge you to contribute to your U3A at the local, regional or State level.   We should pay tribute to all of the 
volunteers, who are contribu ng to the success of the organisa on in NSW and with our interstate Associate members. Finally, 
your Commi ee is working on a “Pla orm” that we will be distribu ng to all U3A Members to use, if they wish, to advocate for 
our State Government to make our representa ves aware of “The Elec on Priori es for NSW U3As”. It may be prudent to ac-
quaint our si ng members and hopeful candidates of the benefits U3As in Victoria are afforded by the Victorian Government. 

I wish you a healthy and fulfilling 2023.  

- Denis Simond (South Coast Regional Representa ve and President U3aA Network NSW Inc.) 
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PAUL WHITTEMORE OAM 
We are delighted to announce that in the 2023 Australia Day Honours List, our Port Ste-
phens U3A founding member (1995) Paul Whi emore has been awarded a Medal of the 
Order of Australia.  

It is Paul’s contribu on to the Port Stephens community in his Third Age (re rement) for 
which he is recognised.  

In addi on to spending fi een years on our commi ee including as President (2004-2005), 
Vice President (2006-2013), Social Secretary (2014-2018) and the organiser of many won-
derful excursions, Paul will be most appreciated by many as the presenter of his highly 
popular Astronomy classes which ran for over 25 years. 

Unfortunately hearing loss has meant an end to his presen ng days but his passion for 



Wild Women of Anywhere Beach Hit Dubbo 
A er a very produc ve tour of the central west teaching ukulele playing techniques and playing to schools and 
other audiences in Manildra, Orange, Parkes, and Grenfell, the “Wild Women of Anywhere Beach” finished their 
tour with a very produc ve workshop with the Dubbo U3A Ukulele Group followed by a concert in the Black Box 
Theatre at the Western Plains Cultural Centre. 

They did not find a good beach in Dubbo because the Macquarie River was in full flood. However, during the 
workshop Cathy (fast fingers) Welsford and Angie (Random chords) Smith walked 18 local ukulele players 
through playing the tune “Tequila”. Players of all levels were catered for, with advanced “picking” from Cathy, 
through to cra y new strumming techniques from Angie. They were ably supported by Dennis Wilson on Bass 
Uke. The playing was so strong at the end of the morning workshop that we needed a good iced Tequila cocktail 
or two, to cool down before the a ernoon concert.  

At the a ernoon concert Cathy & Angie demonstrated just how versa le the Ukulele can be, both musically and 
as a form of entertainment and protest if necessary. Following Cathy &amp; Angie’s lead, the Dubbo U3A Ukule-
le group will be adding a few more advanced playing techniques to their repertoire during 2023. What a way to 
commence the new year!!!!!  

- Don Nicholson (Dubbo U3A) 
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Arts and Crafts Exhibition held at Richmond Marketplace 
Our Arts and Cra s exhibi on held at Richmond Market Place was a great success. The items on display were of 
excep onal quality and the U3A Commi ee would like to thank all the tutors and members of the Arts and cra s 
class for providing such wonderful 
displays with such a short no ce. The 
exhibi on was a success because of 
your wonderful talent and effort. 

There was a lot of interest from peo-
ple passing and we already have a 
few new members from the day. 

- U3A Hawkesbury 



History Forum 
The Batemans Bay History Forum took a 
new direc on in Term 4 with a very suc-
cessful bus trip to Braidwood. Now every-
body has passed through the main street of 
this quaint li le town on their way to Can-
berra at one me or another, but do you 
realise just how much Australian history is 
there, right on our doorstep.  

Our first stop was Bedervale, which is s ll a 
working sta on, located on the outskirts of 
Braidwood. For over 130 years the house 
was inhabited by the Coghill / Maddrell 
family and much of what they accumulated during those genera ons is s ll there, It is rather like being in a 

me capsule. The house was built between 1836 and 1842 by Captain John Coghill, former captain and own-
er of a convict ship, it was designed to be the family “co age.”. The house and its contents reflect not only 
the changing fortunes of the family, but also the changing tastes and social habits from Victorian through to 
Edwardian mes.  

Margaret and Roger Royds bought the property in 1972 and their descendants s ll own the property but the 
homestead's contents were purchased by the Na onal Trust of Australia (NSW) to keep the collec on to-
gether. One of their descendants is Sonia Haran, who was our guide. Her lifelong devo on to her heritage 

comes through in the stories she recounted as we 
moved from one room to another. We were given a 
glimpse of what it was like to have family dinners in 
the Victorian dining room when she was a child, and 
how she grew up learning what she could touch, and 
what she couldn’t in that marvellous old house. The 
magnificent dinner set featured here in the photo was 
only used once during her childhood  

A er Bedervale we went for a tour around Braidwood 
with local historian John Stahel, who showed us some 
of the original buildings and explained their signifi-
cance. Given that there was a huge popula on of con-
victs in the area, and that eventually those convicts 
served their me, it is not surprising that many of them 
se led in Braidwood and became outstanding ci -
zens…or bushrangers.  

Our next stop was the Braidwood Museum, which is 
managed by the dedicated members of the Braidwood 
Historical Society and contains a wealth of knowledge 
and artefacts, including an 1860s Gold Escort carriage 

that was held up by Ben Hall and the Clark Brothers. The building itself is a historical gem and has been re-
stored thanks to government grants with big plans to extend it in the coming years. 

It was a great trip, enjoyed by all.  

- Dianne Grigson (U3A Batemans Bay) 
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Liverpool Art Society Exhibition 
On Friday 2.9.22  the Art Apprecia on class paid a visit to the Casula Powerhouse for a tour of the Liverpool Art 
Soc. exhibi on.  Many of the entries were by duel members of  

both Liverpool U3A as well as the Art Soc.  


