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Conference Program 
A Taste of Wagga Wagga (Pre and Post Conference Activities) 

Arriving early or staying after the conference, experience A Taste of Wagga Wagga by visiting 
Wagga Wagga Civic Precinct - National Art Glass Gallery, Victory Memorial Gardens and 
Historic Council Chambers 
Wagga Beach and the Murrumbidgee River Precinct 
Wollundry Lagoon  
Botanic Gardens 
RAAF Aviation Centre 
Lake Albert 
Marrambidya Wetlands 

Suggested self-guided maps will be available. 

Early Morning Guided Walks of 45 Minutes to 1 Hour 

7.00am Mon 12 April  
Depart/Return RSL: Wagga Beach-Marrambidya Wetlands, return/car pick-up 
Meet outside the RSL Motel in Kincaid Street Wagga Wagga 

6.30am Tues 13 April 
Depart/Return RSL: Wollundry Lagoon & return 
Meet outside the RSL Motel in Kincaid Street Wagga Wagga 

7.00am Wed 14 April 
Depart/Return RSL: Flowerdale Lagoon & return 
Meet outside the RSL Motel in Kincaid Street Wagga Wagga 

Day 1 – Monday 12 April 2021 

12.00pm and 5.00pm Conference Registration  

Please register between 12.00-5.00pm in the Mirage Room at the Wagga RSL Club to collect your 
conference package 
 

Afternoon is free to experience A Taste of Wagga Wagga activities. U3A Wagga Wagga members will 
assist with places of interest 

2.00pm Art and Architecture Walk of Civic Precinct (guided walk). Meet at the Wagga Visitors 
Information Centre 183 Tarcutta Street Wagga 

Conference Dinner: Mirage Room Wagga RSL Club 
 

6.00 for 7.00pm Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country: Wiradjuri Elder 
 Welcome to the Conference: Laurene Mulcahy, President NSW Network NSW 

7.00-9.00pm   Conference Dinner 
 Keynote Speaker: David Gilbey-Author 

 

 

U3A Network Conference 
Wagga Wagga 12-13 April 2021 

https://nsw.u3anet.org.au https://waggawagga.u3anet.org.au  

Wagga RSL Club 
Corner Kincaid and Dobbs Street 

Wagga Wagga 



 Rekindle the Spirit - U3A Network NSW 2021 Conference 

 
 

Day 2 – Tuesday 13 April 2021 

8.00-8.30am  Registration Mirage Room Wagga RSL Club 

8.30-9.00am   
Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country: Wiradjuri Elder 
Welcome to the Conference: Laurene Mulcahy, President U3A Network NSW 

9.00-10.00am Workshops 

Redesigning our Path 
Presenter: Steve Morton, Southlakes 
U3A Program Coordinator Team 
Leader  
Getting down to “tin tacks”. Where 
are we, where do we need to be 
and what paths will lead us there? 
Truly a workshop where with your 
knowledge, experience, input, and 
drive will provide the insight in 
designing a path for the Network to 
seriously consider as we move 
forward into a new norm. 

U3A—What’s That? 
Presenter: Laurene Mulcahy, 
President U3A Network NSW  
When somebody asks you “U3A, 
what’s that?” what is your 
response? Is there a marketing 
opportunity here?  How can we 
take full advantage of this question 
to share the value of U3A to us and 
our communities?  Great minds 
produce great ideas. Let’s see what 
the group comes up with.  

Rekindle the Spirit of your U3A 
Presenter: Lorraine Beukers. U3A 
President Port Macquarie Hastings  
2020 brought many changes and 
issues to how U3A's have been 
operating and leaving many of us 
asking the question " how can we 
revitalise and regenerate interest in 
our U3A?"  retain members and 
attract new members. This workshop 
aims to discuss the future and how 
we can all help, be involved, 
express ideas and create a 
revitalised U3A. Rekindle the Spirit. 

10.00-10.30am Morning Tea-Mirage Room 

10.30-11.30am  AGM – Mirage Room 

11.30am-12.30pm 

Forum 1: Reaching out with Technology 
Facilitator: Roger Curran, Secretary U3A Network NSW 
Presenter: Susan Webster, President U3A Network Vic 

The last twelve months have provided an impetus for clubs to look to technology for 
new options to maintain contact and involvement with members. In this Forum we'll look 
at the opportunities provided by the recent developments that clubs have been utilising 
and, also, how we might maximise the benefit of some of the better-established ones. 

12.30-1.30 Lunch – Mirage room 

1.30-2.30pm 

Forum 2:  Revitalize—A Possible Strategy for the Future  
Facilitator: Steve Morton, Southlakes U3A Program Coordination Team Leader 
Change can be a challenge to some. COVID-19 is a challenge that impacts all. From a 
Network perspective what next steps do we need to take to revitalize and energise our 
members? A workshop style forum will allow you to contribute positively to our future.  

2.30-3.15pm 

Curiosity Sparked by Investigating DNA 
Presenter: Dr Gordon Murray 
DNA—we all have it, we got it from our parents, and we pass it to our children.  
Everything now seems to have DNA, but what is it and how does it work?  DNA testing 
services that give people information about their ancestors and near relatives have 
generated interest in DNA. 

3.15-3.45pm Afternoon Tea – Mirage Room 

3.45-4.50pm 

Report-Out from Workshops and Forum 2 
Facilitator Steve Morton, Southlakes U3A Program Coordination Team Leader 
Opportunity to share a high-level overview of the valuable outputs, from each of the 
interactive sessions held today, with all conference attendees.  Hopefully actions 
resulting from your efforts today will make a real positive difference to your Network as it 
goes forward. 

4.50-5.00pm Invitation by U3A Orange to 2022 Conference 

 5.00pm Conference Close 

Enjoy a social opportunity to share a meal at the Wagga RSL Club or other Wagga venue 
 

Note: Program may be subject to change 
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Conference Speakers 

 

David Gilbey-Keynote Speaker 
Born in London, David Gilbey, emigrated with his family to Australia in 1960 and attended Penrith 
High School, The University of Sydney and Sydney Teachers’ College. David has taught English for 
more than 45 years – at Sydney Uni, Charles Sturt Uni, Miyagi Gakuin Women’s Uni (Sendai, Japan). 
David is a founder of Wagga Wagga Writers Writers, current President of Booranga Writers’ Centre 
and editor-in-chief of fourW: new writing (1990-2020).  
David has published poems and reviews in a number of distinguished literary journals and has been a 
regular broadcaster/reviewer on ABC Riverina. He has been an active and vocal member of local, 
state and federal arts groups and organisations: theatre, arts, music and writing.  

 

Laurene Mulcahy-U3A – What’s That? - President U3A Network NSW  
Lifelong learning is one of the foundations of my life. As a high school teacher of Food and Textile 
Science I enjoyed the experience of awakening young minds to essential skills necessary for life. I 
have lived in many towns throughout the state and held a variety of jobs, all of which have given me 
opportunities to broaden my skill base.  As a member of Toastmasters International for 12 years I 
developed skills in public speaking and leadership. 
U3A membership continues to give me opportunities to contribute to my community. Participation 
and enjoyment of the many courses on offer at U3A adds value to my retirement. 

 

Steve Morton-Redesigning our Path and a Possible Strategy for the Future (Facilitator) - Southlakes 
U3A Program Coordinator 
Country boy from South West slopes of NSW. Attended St Gregory’s Agricultural College, 
Campbelltown as a boarder from 1965 -1970. Then spent the next 10 years maturing…UNSW for a few 
years (medicine), worked in banking, assisted in running the family farm, bartender at local golf club, 
local school cleaner and Science Lab attendant and various other odd jobs. Married in 1975 and has 
4 wonderful children. Completed his Bachelor of Financial Administration (UNE) in 1982 and worked 
as an accountant, business service manager, project manager and as an area division auditor 
manager in over 20 countries around the world. Has lived in Guam, Alberta, Canada, Lagos, Nigeria 
and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia as well as various different parts of Australia. He and his wife happily 
retired to Wangi Wangi in 2016. 

 

Lorraine Beukers-Rekindle the Spirit of Your U3A-President Port Macquarie Hastings U3A 
Retired in 2010 from a career in accounting specialising in manufacturing, production, and inventory 
management. I had the advantage of working for several large international corporations as well as 
having been involved in small business management since a young age through my parent’s 
business and over 45 years in my husband's business until 2019. 
I’m a member of Port Macquarie and Hastings U3A and have served for 5 years as Treasurer and 
now in my 3rd year as President. I have been involved in many other activities related to the 
management of PMHU3A. 
U3A has become an important part of my life as it has allowed me to contribute to an organisation 
that I believe in and see the wonderful benefits for its members through not just the courses we 
provide but also the social interaction and support. 

 

Roger Curran-Reaching out with Technology (Facilitator)-Secretary U3A Network NSW 
Roger Curran lives at Ocean Shores on the Far North Coast. He has been a member of U3A Brunswick 
Valley since 2004 and he has been club president for several years. In his community he has been 
involved in the local community association, the chamber of commerce and was, briefly, a Lion. He 
was heavily involved in the Mullum2Bruns Paddle from its inception.  
Roger has worked in insurance, management support and industrial relations. He has an interest in 
governance and procedures from both his career and community involvement. 
Roger sees U3A as an organisation which offers more senior members of the community many 
opportunities: to use and share skills and knowledge; to develop new interests and past times; and, 
to get out and remain engaged with their community. 

 

Susan Webster–Reaching out with Technology-President U3A Network Vic  
Susan joined Box Hill U3A 15 years ago. She says she likes being involved in things and believes 
‘you get more out of a membership if you put back into the organisation’.  She joined Network 
Victoria 10 years ago, and has served as the Convenor of the Policy and Planning committee, 
Secretary for three terms, Vice President and now President.  Susan finds time to participate in 
Box Hill’s ‘What the Future Holds’ discussion group, looking at what sort of future we would like 
to leave behind us. Before retirement, Susan worked in many industries; publishing, retail and 
technology. 

 

Dr Gordon Murray-Curiosity Sparked by Investigating DNA 
Dr Gordon Murray was a research scientist working with the NSW Department of Primary Industries 
(formerly Department of Agriculture) at the Wagga Wagga Agricultural Institute.  His specialty was 
plant pathology (study of plant diseases) where he worked closely with plant breeders, having an 
interest in how genetics influence disease development and control. 
This gave him a working knowledge of DNA and mad enough to agree to give a course.  He enjoyed 
going deeper into the subject to gain sufficient understanding to be able to tell others about it. At 
the state conference Dr Murray will outline the course and his experience in developing it. 
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